Botts, Walter Coleman

1LT Walter Coleman Botts @

BIRTH 26 Aug 1915
Breathitt County, Kentucky, USA

DEATH 2 Apr 1944 (aged 28)

MONUMENT @  Manila American Cemetery and Memorial
Manila, Capital District, National Capital Region, Philippines

PLOT Tablets of the Missing
University of Kentucky class of 19407 - member of the tennis team - Kappa Sigma Fraternity
Wife, Marguerite L. Gordon lived in Jefferson County, Ky

Enlisted on 21 April 1942 at Bowman Field, Louisville, Kentucky
1st Lieutenant, U.S. Army Air Forces, 0-676614

Co-Pilot on B-24J Liberator #42-70148 / aka 42-73148

72nd Bomber Squadron, 5th Bomber Group, Heavy

* Air Medal

On 2 April 1944, 1st Lt Botts and his fellow crew members prepared for take off from Nissan Airfield on
Green Island in Papua New Guinea on a bombing mission against the Japanese held Truk Islands. This crew
was scheduled to fly B-24 Liberator #232 until a fuel truck accidentally collided with it prior to take-off,
damaging the wing. The crew then transferred to B-24 #148.

This delay caused the bomber to take off 30 minutes late. It was presumed Lt Botts and crew flew to the
northwest to catch up with the rest of the formation and may have experienced a severe weather front between
Green Island Atoll and Truk Islands.

After take off, this bomber was never seen nor heard from again. The entire crew of 10 remain missing today.

Walter was declared **Missing In Action' on this mission during the war.
He was awarded the Air Medal and the Purple Heart.

MIA Crew on B-24J #42-70148 - MACR #14289 :

Botts, Walter C ~ 1st Lt, Co-Pilot, KY
Brady, Vincent R ~ S/Sgt, Gunner, HI
Dolsky, Jack ~ Sgt, Radio Operator, IL
Heddrick, Robert C ~ 1st Lt, Bombardier, NY



https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=56774837
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=55922823
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=56752157

Huffman, Albion T ~ S/Sgt, Gunner, NM
Mclntyre, John ~ Sgt, Engineer, NY
Robison, William C ~ 1st Lt, Pilot, PA
Smith, Robert H ~ 1st Lt, Navigator, IN
Thomas, Michael ~ Sgt, Gunner, WV
Winham, Kenneth H ~ S/Sgt, Gunner, LA

Having actually gone "Missing" on the above date, he was not officially declared by the military as being
dead until April 5, 1946.
( Bio & Crew Report by: Russ Pickett ) & CFFA

Lieut Walter Coleman Botts

BIRTH 26 Aug 1915
Breathitt County, Kentucky, USA

DEATH 1946 (aged 30-31)

BURIAL Winchester Cemetery
Winchester, Clark County, Kentucky, USA Q@ show

Sec-E Lot-134 Grv-4

Parents

® Robert Leeroy Botts
1875-1925

. May Curry Barnes Botts
PSS 1388-1978



https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=56788866
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=56752826
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=56768745
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=56763522
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=56785901
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=56764373
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=mr&GRid=56062887&MRid=46575736
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The Courier-Journal
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—PiHot of a Liberator bomber,
Walter C. Botts, husband of Mrs. Lexington Herald-Leader
» 2339 Carolina, 16 May 1944, Tue - Page 2
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at Randolph Field, Texas; Brooks | pand of M
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Air Base, Greenville, S. C., before
ooy into oot the Southwest Pacific area. |

The Lexington Herald
02 Jun 1946, Sun - Page 4
About 100 young men have
played on Coach Downing's tennis
and of these two were lost
in w’orld War I1I—Oscar Wisner
ed in action, and
of Winchester, re-
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Before en the service, he
was employed by the Southeastern
Greyhound . His wife, the
former Miss ite Gordon,

Lieutenant Botts has one brother,
Robert Botts, who Is serving in the
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Southwest Pacific area as a petty
officer in the Navy,




