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American Battle Monuments Commission 

Full Name:    John J Clemens 

Birth Date:    1932 

State Of Residence:    Clark, Kentucky 

Death Status:    Killed in Action 

Death:    Died September 19, 1951 in Korea 

Death Date:    19 Sep 1951 

Rank:    Private First Class, U.S. Army 

Service Number:    15442072 

Conflict Period:    Korean War 

Private First Class Clemens was awarded the Purple Heart, the Combat Infantryman Badge, the Korean Service 

Medal, the United Nations Service Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the Korean Presidential Unit 

Citation and the Republic of Korea War Service Medal. 

Notes: 

Private First Class Clemens was a member of the 14th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division. He was Killed 

in Action while fighting the enemy in North Korea on September 19, 1951. 

 

 
  



 
 

 

from Tyler’s history: 

Private First Class Clemens was killed in action while serving with the U. S. Army in Korea, on September 19, 

1951. He had been a member of the 14th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division. Pfc. Clemens was awarded 

the Purple Heart, the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, the Korean Service Medal, the United Nations Service 

Medal, and the National Defense Medal. 

 

 

Korean War Project 

https://www.koreanwar.org/html/korean_war_project_remembrance_search_6_2013.html?key=5348 

PFC John Julius Clemens 14th Infantry Regiment 

L CO 3 BN 

Army 

Hostile, Died (KIA) 

Date Of Loss: September 19, 1951 

Service Number: RA15442072 

Born: March 31, 1932 

Home Or Place Of Enlistment  

Winchester, Kentucky 

Burial Location 

Reeves Memorial Cemetery, Winchester, Ky  

Comments: Private First Class Clemens was a member of the 14th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division. 

He was Killed in Action while fighting the enemy in North Korea on September 19, 1951.  

  

https://www.koreanwar.org/html/korean_war_project_remembrance_search_6_2013.html?key=5348


 

from Fold3 

Full Name 

JOHN J CLEMENS 

State of Residence 

Kentucky 

Birth Year 

1932 

Race 

of African descent 

Service Number 

RA15 442 072 

Grade 

Private First Class 

Army Branch 

No Branch Assignment 

Component 

USA Ð RA 

Place of Casualty 

North Korea Sector 

Date of Casualty 

19 Sep 1951 

Type of Casualty 

Killed in Action 

Place of Disposition 

North Korea 

Date of Disposition 

19 Sep 1951 

Conflict Period 

Korean War 

Branch 

Army 

Served for 

United States of America 

 

KIAs in 14th Infantry in Sept 1951 

 
 

  



KIA in 14th Infantry in Oct 1951 

 
 

 

http://www.i-kirk.info/14thInfantry/9-Korea/h91overview.html 

The 14th Infantry in Korea 

In responding to the North Korean invasion of South Korea in June 1950 the U.S. Army found 

itself desperately short of units to halt the Communist advance.  Continental U.S. (CONUS) units 

were stripped of personnel and equipment and sent to Korea on a priority basis.  On 21 July 1950 

the 3rd Battalion, 14th Infantry was reassigned to the Far East Command and then to the 1st 

Cavalry Division where it was redesignated as the 3rd Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment.  Unlike 

other units that had been cobbled together at the last minute, the 3rd Battalion, 14th Infantry was at 

full strength and due to it's rigorous training in mountain warfare, was in excellent shape to fight in 

the Korean mountains. 

 

On 23 July 1951, the 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry was transferred to Fort Benning where it was 

assigned to and redesignated as a battalion in one of the 3rd Infantry Division's regiments.  The 3rd 

Division was initially sent to Japan, then to Korea.  The remaining personnel and equipment of the 

http://www.i-kirk.info/14thInfantry/9-Korea/h91overview.html


14th Infantry at Camp Carson were reassigned to other CONUS units.  On 1 August 1951 the 14th 

Infantry less personnel and equipment was assigned to the 25th Infantry Division then fighting in 

Korea.  To man and equip the 14th Infantry the assets of the 34th Infantry Regiment of the 24th 

Division, then conducting infantry training in Japan, were used.  The 14th Infantry moved to Korea 

where it replaced the 24th Infantry Regiment, which was being inactivated as part of the integration 

of the Army. 

 

The next two years found the Regiment in almost constant combat along the 38th Parallel 

occupying defensive positions like Heartbreak Ridge, Punchbowl and Pork Chop Hill and 

conducting aggressive combat patrols.  The 14th Infantry's service in Korea earned the Regiment 

five campaign streamers and a Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citation for gallantry at 

Munsan-Ni.  Three Golden Dragons were awarded the Medal of Honor: PFC Bryant E. Womack, 

Medical Co, SGT Donn F. Porter Co G (both posthumously) and PFC. Earnest E. West, Co. L 

 

Excerpted from history researched and organized by John Keliher at the  25th Infantry Division 

Association website. 

 

  

http://www.25thida.com/14thinf.html
http://www.25thida.com/14thinf.html


1951 

A Communist attack on New Year's Day 1951 broke through the ROK 1st Division on the right flank of the 

25th Division, making the 25th's positions untenable. A new defensive line was established in the vicinity of 

Ch'onan early in January, after the division fought rearguard actions to allow the evacuation of Seoul.  

On 25 January UN forces returned to the offensive. The 25th Division reached the Han River to the southeast of 

Seoul on 19-20 February. On 7 March the 25th attacked across the Han and headed north, inflicting heavy 

casualties on the enemy. By the end of March the 25th Division held a line above the Hant'an River south of 

Ch'orwon, about 35 miles northeast of Seoul.  

On 22 April the Chinese launched another offensive, again pushing the UN forces back. The 25th Division fell 

back through successive blocking positions to a line about five miles northeast of Seoul. There the division 

prepared for another UN offensive, which was launched on 20 May 1951. The 25th progressed through a series 

of planned phase lines, crossed the 38th Parallel, and captured the "Iron Triangle" town of Kumhwa by the 

middle of June. On 21 June the 25th Division was relieved by the 3d Infantry Division and placed in reserve 

near Uijongbu [about 10 miles north of Seoul, South Korea, where it prepared positions along a secondary 

defensive line and conducted training and rear area security missions.  

When armistice negotiations began on 10 July 1951, the war entered a new stage. The lines became static, with 

limited objective attacks and probing tank-infantry patrols replacing sweeping offensives. In mid-July the 25th 

Division returned to the front line, and by the end of the month was in its previous positions in the Ch'orwon-

Kumhwa area. The division occupied these positions until mid-December, conducting frequent patrols and 

several company-sized raids to destroy enemy bunkers. The division also improved its own defensive positions. 

Artillery bombardments of enemy lines and ambushes of enemy patrols were also common activities.  

In mid-December the 2d Infantry Division relieved the 25th, which then moved into reserve near Kapyong. 

There the division was engaged in training activities and in maintaining the secondary defensive line. Divisional 

elements were also provided for front line duties and rear area security missions as needed.  


