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Harold Glenn Epperson < o

BIRTH 14 Jul 1923
Akron, Summit County, Ohio, USA

25 Jun 1944 (aged 20)
Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands

BURIAL Winchester Cemetery

Winchester, Clark County, Kentucky, USA Q@ Show Map

PLOT Section Central -H, Lot 202, Grave
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World War Il Medal of Honor Recipient. He was killed in action. He
served as a Private First Class (Machine Gunner) in the United
States Marine Corps Reserve in the 1st Battalion, 6th Marines, 2nd
Marine Division. He was awarded the Medal of Honor for action on
June 25, 1944, at Saipan Island in the Mariana Islands. His citation
in part reads: "Suddenly a Japanese soldier, assumed to be dead,
sprang up and hurled a powerful hand grenade into the
emplacement. Determined to save his comrades, PFC Epperson
unhesitatingly chose to sacrifice himself, and, diving upon the
deadly missile, absorbed the shattering violence of the exploding
charge in his own body." The USS Epperson was named after
Harold. The Epperson was launched on December 22, 1945.
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World War II - U.S. Marine Corps Reserve

HAROLD GLENN EPPERSON

DETAILS

RANE: PRIVATE FIRST CLASS MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U_5. MARINE CORPS
RESERVE
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR N
MEDAL OF HOMOR ACTION DETE: JUNE 25, 1944
UNITACOMMAND
15T BATTALIOMN, 6TH MARINES, MEDAL OF HOMOR ACTION PLACE: SAIPAN ISLAND,
2D MARINE DHVISION MARIAMA ISLANDS

CITATIOMN

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the nisk of his lifc above and
h:}mnd the call Dl:duty while serving with the 1st Battalion, 6th Marines,
2d Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces on the island
of Saipan in the Marianas, 25 June 1944, With his machinc-gun
cmplaccment bearing the full brunt of a fanatic assault initiated by the
Japancsc under cover of predawn darkness, Pfc. Epperson manned his
weapon with determined aggressiveness, fighting furiously in the defense of
his battalion's position and maintaining a steady stream of devastating fire
against rapidly infiltrating hostile troops to aid materially in annihilating
scveral of the cnemy and in breaking the abortive attack. Suddenly a
Japanese soldier, assumed to be dead, sprang up and hurled a powerful hand
grenade into the emplacement. Determined to save his comrades, Pfe.
Epperson u.nhcsitatingl}r chose to sacrifice himself and, d.iving upon the
deadly missile, absorbed the shattering violence of the exploding charge in
his own body. Stouthearted and indomitable in the face of certain death,
Pfc. Epperson fearlessly yiclded his own lifc that his able comrades might
carry on the relentless battle against a ruthless enemy. His superb valor and
unfaltering devotion to duty throughout reflect the highest credit upon
himself and upon the U.5. Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his

cuuntr}r.
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