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Graduate of Trapp High School in Clark County 

 

Enlisted on 15 August 1942 in Louisville, Kentucky 

Aviation Radioman Third Class, 6345268, U.S. Navy 

Torpedo Squadron 51 (VT-51) attached to USS San Jacinto (CVL-30)  

 

Missing in Action aboard TBM Avenger #25121 TBM-1C  

Along with the crew; 

Pilot - Ensign James John Wykes 

Gunner - Aviation Machinist Mate First Class Robert E. Whalen 

Military declared dead on 18 January 1946  

 

On 15 May 1944, the crew took off on an anti-submarine patrol in the area of Eniwetok Atoll 

and the Marshall Islands in the central Pacific Ocean.  

No distress signal or communication was heard from the aircraft, as they simply disappeared 

from radar. Searches over the next several days proved fruitless.  

 

These were the first casualties in VT-51. A young Lt George H.W. Bush, aboard the aircraft car-

rier San Jacinto, was the close friend and roommate of Pilot Jim Wykes, and wrote letters of 

condolence to the Wykes family about this incident.  
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